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ers and several other factors. If this lump sum is spread
over the number of days this group works, and if the total
strength of this group is taken into account, the average
rate of wages per day may vary from 4 to 8 annas. The
rate of wages in this case will obviously vary with the ra-
pidity and energy with which the group works. Thus,
this fluctuating element makes it difficult to have a statis-
tical measurement of the average rate of wages for the
village as a whole.
(d) Again, in this village there obtains a peculiar system
of advancing petty loans to needy labourers in the off
season, and demanding work from them in the busy one on
repayment thereof. In one such typical instance we
found that a labourer was made to work for five days for
one rupee. This means that the average rate of wages
he received was 3 annas 2 pies per day. Adding 4 pies
by way of interest on the rupee advanced, it would come
to 3! annas. It may be noted that this was the season
of harvesting grass when the usual rate of wages preva-
lent varied from 5 to 8 annas.
In view of these different methods of payment, it is
obvious that it is extremely difficult to arrive at an aver-
age rate of wages for the village as a whole. However,
on minute enquiry, we found that the average rate paid
in the ordinary season is 4 annas for a male and 3 annas
for a female. Taking the seasonal rise into account, 5
annas for a male and 4 annas for a female may be safely
taken as the average rate of wages. These are the rates
we have adopted in calculating the estimates of expendi-
ture for crops as also for estimating the receipts from la-
bour to individual families deriving income from labour.1
(ii) The rate of wages for a Halt :The determination of
the average rate of wages in this case is not as difficult
1. We may note that we had to go through an elaborate process for cal-
culating the receipts from labour to labouring families, as the heads
of many of them could not give us reliable estimates of the total wages
their families got per annum. For an explanation of this method
vide Appendix VIII.